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Abstract

The paper presents the experience of the Department of Foreign Languages, Ecological Faculty, RUDN University, in teaching
Engd K F2NJ ALISOATFTAO LlzN1J2asSa o69{tod ! OFrasS aiddRe 2F GKS Ayl
RA&a0dzaaSR Ay GKS | NI A Ot S dpagelessaywhttenbgsRetyXdfireatdl scertisfs) dEtBisidiadd) A & |
scholarsThe pesent study is an attempt to consider the value of the manifesto for teaching English to-inpgrenediate

and advanced students of environmental studies faculties. It is found that the manifesto can serve this purpose in terms of i

content and languagy Implementation of the manifesto in ESP courses has positive aspects as well as challenges outlined in

the conclusion. Taking into account the obtained results, the manifesto can be recommended for students with upper
intermediate and advanced levels laihguage proficiency. This study might be interesting for teachers of foreign languages

and contribute to the field of didactics.
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1. Introduction

English for specific purpos¢ESP) is defined differently by different researchers, but according to
mostoftnenE AU A& | RAAOALX AYS o0l &aSR 2y fSIENYSNERQ yS
their specialty.

LY WhET2NR SRO& yBOSRIFBYNMNEQS 9{t Aad RSTAYSR I a
(the teaching of English for scientific and technical purposes to people whose first language is not
9yt AAaKVLQ 61 2Nyoe Si |fdX Hnmol @ latGshdiRierg® (2 ¢ 2
the teachlng of English to students who are learning the language for a particular work of study
NEflG§SR NBlFazyQo !y 9{t LINEANF Y AdaX GKSNBT2NB:Z
and the functlons for which Englishrequired (Schleppegrell & Bowman, 1986).

ESP materials are the useful means of language teaching. Ellis and Johnson (1994) state that the
choice of materials has a major impact on what happens in the course.

In the recent years, the pattern of curriculunme distribution has changedthere has been a
considerable shift towards independent work of students. Therefore, there is a need for appropriate
GSFOKAY3 YFGSNRFfa GKFG ¢g2dd R 2y (GKS 2yS KIyRZ
on theother hand, help improve and develop their competence in the professionally oriented foreign
language (Merkushina and Chernobylskaya, 2015).

The following criteria for selecting the study material feaching English to uppéntermediate
and advanced sidents of environmental studies facultiese considered the most important in the
current research.

First of all, teaching material should be subjactJS OA FA OX F20dzASR 2y GKS &ic
should introduce students to the latest developnte in the given subject area. In other words, it
must be useful, informative and interesting from the professional point of view.

Moreover, it is essential for the teaching material to be appealing, to have a polemical focus (which
implies discussing ctroversial issues, sharing different points of view, criticism and comparison) that
provokes debate and discussion. To develop skills in oral and written communication, we need to
encourage students to express their points of view and give their commaertiseoissue under study.

The last but not least, in terms of the language texts for the study should be authentic, rich in
scientific terminology, coherent, logically arranged and ctaar

Authenticity is an important issue in ESP materials; it has Ipeénted out by various authors as a
relevant feature in the ESP methodology (Safont & Esteve, 2004). Authentic material is a kind of
material taken from the real world and not specifically created for the purpose of language teaching
(Ellis & Johnson, 99).

! OFrasS addRRe 2F (GKS S@lLfdza A2y | YR AyAHAshi® RdzOl A 2
Adjayeet al. in ESP classes is discussed hEmne. paper considers the value of the manifesto for
teaching English to uppéntermediate and advancestuderts of environmental studies faculties. The

aim of this work is to find out the introduced and evaluated material realises the chosen criteria if
UKS YFUSNAEFE YIUOKSa AYyauNdHzOU2NRQ FyYyR audzRSyuaqQ

2h@SNIBASSG 2F Wly 902VY2REMAdayaétalal yATSadi2Q 608 W2yK

Ecomodernismh & RSTAYSR Fa WSYgANRBYyYSydlf LIKAEf2a2LKe
y I 0 dzNB 0ée dza A y 3 G§SOKy2t238 u2 WRSO2dzLJX SQ | YUK
(Ecomodernism, 2018).
WYy 902 Y2 RS N)sia®ipaga éssay Wriehn by ofbup of 18 environmental activists
and academics calling themselves the ecomodernists enmpragmatists John Asafidjaye, Linus
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Blomgvist, Stewart Brand, Ruth DeFries, Barry Brook, Erle Ellis, Christopher Foreman, David Keith,
Martin Lewis, Mark Lynas, Ted Nordhaus, Roger Pielke, Rachel Pritzker, Joyashree Roy, Mark Sagoff,
Michael Shellenberger, Robert Stone and Peter Teague.

wS3IIFNRAY3I (GKS 02y iSyidz W'y 902Y2RSNYyAad al yAFS:
population growth, climate change, air and water pollution, global warming, deforestation, extinction,
urbanisation renewable energy, and so on.

¢KS dziK2NB 2F UKS YlIyATSadz2 oNRGS AlG Ww2dz2i 27
G2NI RQ 6AQKA ZWSWORIYDAl Yy26f SRIS YR (SOKy2fz23e3x |
good, or even great, Anthropocene (a proposed epoch dating from the commencement of significant
human impact on the Earth's geology and ecosystems (Anthropoecemem yAsalu@daye et al.,

2015)

Ly GKSANI Sgales GKS SO02Y2RSNyAada | FFTANY GKFG Y
(2 YE1S Y2NB NR2Y F2NJ yI ddNBQT ¢ haimbrisenittkndtire NB 2 S O
(2 F@2AR 502y2YA0 AsgiRndi@édeat, 2035.01 t O2f t | LIASQ o

I O0O2NRAY3A (G2 (GKS &adGdzZRASR ¢ 2 NparticHalyyfaringsekefgg A y 3 Y
extraction, forestry and settlementso that they use less land and interfere less with the natural
world is the key to decouple human developméniN2 ¥ Sy OA NP Y YASayHAdjalyeet/aly LI O U & Q
2015).

The authors of the manifesto approve ofbanisation agricultural intensification, nuclear power,

aquacultureandRSal ft Ay GA2y aleAy3d (GKIFIG GKSasS IINB WIff
reduce human demands in the environment, allowing more room for-KaieY' I 'y & LISOASa Qo
disapprove ofsuburbanisation low-yield farming and many forms of renewable energy production,
g KAOK WAY OZVGNJ a0 ASYSNIftfte NSHEdA NR2Y2 N2 NI VYR
authors express the opinion that higfficiency solar cellsadvanced nuclear fission and nuclear ]
FdzaA2y WNBLINBaSyid GKS Y2ald LildaAofS LI GKglea
radical decoupling of humans o vy I (iAdafiBdpyeét al., 2015).

_ Thus, it is not surprising that the essay was considered to be controversial and inspired much
RSolFGSd Lia ONRGAOAQ 2LIAYAZ2Yya GFENASR FNRY KAIKE @
1 WeKSYPRORY A &GaQ LINRIbgnanbas sndndlighen¥abl©preRdBdition to A
LINEASNIS (GKS SYO@ANRBYYSYyGod ! OKASOAY3I Al NBIjdzA NBa
supposedly in harmonious interaction with nature and replacing it with a strategy to shrink
KdzYl yAGeé QadzFRYH LINR Y dzNI eRoReNBOLR Yy 1 Sy a A @St e Q o

TWeKS Saale LIAyha F K2LISFdzZ LIAOGdINE 2F (SOKy2f 2
of intensive development that hazharacteriseK dzY" | y)\qua NAaS &2 FFENWP ¢KS
contrasttod KS It 22Yveé 2dzif 221 2T0Sy LINE SANAG&E20658 Sy JA N
TWLG A&a AyOftdaAaAg®Ss AlG Aa SEOAGAY3IZ YR Al 3IABSAE
(Holthaus, 2015). R A .

TWeKS LIS2LX S 0SKAYR I YIYyAFSadz2 F2N az2t gAay3a Sygai

technology are intelligent but wrong on their assumptions about farminguabenisatiorf
(Monbiot, 2015). 5 o
TWeKS ARSI 2F | W3a22R3 2N) SOBYI ASIBYWHECG2 YYRENPALRDS
purely delusional. Worse, it underlies a narrative in which the wholesale destruction of nature and
of sustainable indigenous societies is repackaged as a noble missiewhose ultimate purpose

is the complete alienatyf 2 F KdzYlya FTNRBY UKSensdhROIH.G GKFG aLl o
TWeKS S02Y2RSNYyAaila LINEOARS ySAGKSNI I OSNE AyalLn
YdzOK Ay GKS gl & 27F azf dzi A2y a (CaradorhaleNd., 201X N2y YSy i
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Overall, the content of the manifesto is upto-date, it can interest and engage the students,
promote critical thinking, encourage discussion and arguments, which is essential if we intend to use it _
F2N) a0dzRSyGaQ AYRSLISYRSyYy( notheNdsshy carSke ArBnSldted amdl 2 Y S
discussed in class. That will help to develop the skills which students need to communicate effectively
on a variety of environmental topics.

From the linguistic point of view, it should be noted that the language ofmheifesto is rich in
scientific terminology, coherent and dynamic.

There are logically arranged and cleat sentences with various types of subordination and
linking, for example:

I Human technologies, from those that first enabled agriculture to reglaoéing and gathering, to
GK2asS GKIG RNAGS (2RlIé&Qa 3JFf20lftAaSR SO02y2yYes KI
ecosystems that once provided their only sustenance, even as those same ecosystems have often
been left deeply damagd@dsafu-Adjayeet al.,2015, p. 9).
1 As such, cities both drive and symbolise the decoupling of humanity from nature, performing far
better than rural economies in providing efficiently for material needs while reducing environmental
impacts(Asafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 12).
1 Intensifying many human activitiesparticularly farming, energy extraction, forestry and
settlement so that they use less land and interfere less with the natural world is the key to
decoupling human development from environmental impé&safu-Adjayeet al, 2015, p. 7).

Translating passages from the text students can see how to use the following range of complex
grammatical structures.

2.1. Gerunds
1 Decoupling occurs in both relative and absolute tefisafuAdjayeet al., 2015, p. 11).

In the Russiatanguage, there is no equivalent of a gerund. Translating gerunds from English into
Russian, one can use a noun, an infinitive, a participle, a finite verb and a subordinate clause.

2.2. Emphatic structures

T2 KSGKSNJ AdGQa I 20t A yapodtdytRatbenefds?itMsidzyohtinged 2 NJ |
dependence of humans on natural environments that is the problem for the conservation of nature
(Asafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 17).

Another linguistic phenomenon, which is difficult to translate into Russsaemphatic structures
that serve to highlight different parts of a sentence.

2.3. Complex subject

9 Even gradual, nenatastrophic outcomes associated with these threats are likely to result in
significant human and economic costs as well as rising ecoltogsalqAsafuAdjayeet al., 2015,
p. 10).

9 By 2050, 70% is expected to dwell in ciffsafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 12).

Complex Subject is a construction that consists of two parts (a noun/a pronoun in the nominative
case and an infinitive). Its disttive feature is that the first and the second parts of this construction
are separated by a predicate. This construction has no equivalents in the Russian language and can be
difficult to translate.
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2.4. Conditional sentences with the unreal condition in tkebordinate clause of condition (if clause)

1 Even if a fully synthetic world was possible, many of us might still choose to continue to live more
coupled with nature than human sustenance and technologies re(psegu-Adjayeet al., 2015,
p. 25).

There are a lot of environmental terms in the text, eggsed uranium / thorium fuel cycle,
hydrogendeuterium fusion, ozone depletion, ocean acidification, degradation of waterghsdf+
Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 10)deforestation, defaunation(Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 11)net
reforestation, nitrogen pollutiofAsafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 13kutrophication(Asafu-Adjayeet al.,
2015, p. 14)aquaculture, desalination, suburbanisation, renewable enétggfu-Adjayeet al., 2015,

p. 18); bored forest (AsafuAdjayeet al., 2015, p. 19)decarbonisation, carbon emissions, climate
mitigation (Asafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 20)enewables, biofuefAsafuAdjayeet al., 2015, p. 23);
biodiversity(AsafuAdjayeet al., 2015, p. 25)hiome, ecosystenmspeciegAsafuAdjayeet al., 2015,

p. 26);recarbonisdAsafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 28).

A number of concise compound adjectives have been noted in the manifesto,resgyrce
efficient (technologiesjAsafuAdjayeet al., 2015, p. 15)and-efficient (meansjAsafuAdjayeet al.,
2015, p. 17)carbonintensive (fuel), zeroarbon (energy sourceédsafuAdjayeet al., 2015, p. 22);
earth-abundant (materials), lovootprint (future) (Asafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 23)onesizefits-all
(solution)(Asafu-Adjayeet al., 2015, p. 27)aissezfaire (economic policyAsaf-Adjayeet al., 2015,
p. 28).

3. Research methodology

The experiment is devoted to analyse and interpret data in order to confirm or refute the proposed
hypothesis that the material introduced and evaluated realises the chosen criteria; the introduction of
the material accordlng to the chosen criteria f@aching ESP may enhance uppe#ermediate and 5
IR YOSR aidzRSyitaqQ € S@St n2af theORcHdgibhb RaBuffyad®uDW | v R
University.

The subjects for the present study were 30 uppeermediate and advancekkvel students of the
Ecological Faculty ®UDNUniversity including 10 thirgiear bachelor students doing the course for a
translaor diploma and 20 firsyear master students. The experiment in introducing the manifesto in
ESP classes was conducted dulragchgMay 2018.

At the end of the course, the participants completed the questionnaire aiming at checking the
degree of understaging of the material, evaluating the content of the course in terms of its
usefulness and attractiveness. All students were asked to complete an anonymous survey, the
purpose of which was to find out what difficulties they experienced during the coursesftlidents
were provided with a statement assuring them that there was no right or wrong answer, requesting
honest answers, promising confidentiality and expressing appreciation. Finally, students did the test
for their progress to be assessed.

4. Discussion
4.1. Degree of understanding
The students were asked to estimate the percentage of the degree of understanding of the material

of the course as a whole (Figure 1).

10% of the respondents reported that they understood more than 90% of the content without a
dictionary, 40% more than 60% of the course. 30% of the students had to use a dictionary in the
learning process, and 20% considered the manifesto too complicated from a linguistic point of view.
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Understood over 90% = Understood over 60%

Had to use a dictionary = Was too difficult
Figure 1. Degree of understanding

4.2. Contentevaluation

The students were asked to evaluate the material from the point of view of its content (Figures 2
and 3).

They answered two questions to evaluate the content in the aspect of its 1) usefulness to students:
WLa GKS YIFUGSNALEE R FRNNE GAKISOG VRS yi&aSaf dii 2 & (1 dzRSy
YIUSNRFE KQ

¢KS aidRSyiGa 6SNB LINROYARSR gA0GK FTADLS RAFTFSNBy
YazYSeKIGiQr W t20Q FyR WSEGNBYSt & ONE ¢WREBOKQI dZRSV
categorlsedu iKS t2¢ £SOStT GKS aiGdzRSyida gKz2 OK2a$S Wwa
YR dK2a$S aitdRSylta K2 OKz2asS Wk t23Q FyR WSEGNBY

Appendix A.Degree of usefulness

60% of the students evalted the material positively considering it to be of high utility, 25% noted
that it was partially informative to them as they were already familiar with most concepts and 15% of
the respondents did not find the material useful and informative (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Usefulness of the content

Appendix B.Degree of interest
50% of the students said that the content was of great interest to them, 40% showed a moderate
level of enjoyment and 10% of the respondents found the material uninteresting and were dissatisfied

(Figure 3).
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