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Abstract 

 
The paper presents the experience of the Department of Foreign Languages, Ecological Faculty, RUDN University, in teaching 
EngliǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ό9{tύΦ ! ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ƛƴ 9{t ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛǎ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ƛǎ ŀ нр-page essay written by 18 environmental scientists, activists and 
scholars. The present study is an attempt to consider the value of the manifesto for teaching English to upper-intermediate 
and advanced students of environmental studies faculties. It is found that the manifesto can serve this purpose in terms of its 
content and language. Implementation of the manifesto in ESP courses has positive aspects as well as challenges outlined in 
the conclusion. Taking into account the obtained results, the manifesto can be recommended for students with upper-
intermediate and advanced levels of language proficiency. This study might be interesting for teachers of foreign languages 
and contribute to the field of didactics. 
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* ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: Yulia, Nigmatzyanova, RUDN University, Ecological Faculty, Podolskoye Shosse, 8-5, 
Moscow,115093, Russia 
   E-mail address: nigmatzyanova_yul@rudn.university / Tel.: +7 495 787-38-03*3434 

http://www.prosoc.eu/
mailto:nigmatzyanova_yul@rudn.university


Nigmatzyanova, Y., Valeeva, N., Guslyakova, A. & Merkushina, N. όнлмуύΦ ! ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ 
aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ōȅ WƻƘƴ !ǎŀŦǳ-Adjaye et al. in ESP classes. New Trends and Issues Proceedings on Humanities and Social Sciences. [Online]. 5(5), 
pp 40ς48. Available from: www.prosoc.eu 

41 

1. Introduction 

English for specific purposes (ESP) is defined differently by different researchers, but according to 
most of themΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
their specialty. 

Lƴ ΨhȄŦƻǊŘ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΩΣ 9{t ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎκǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 
(the teaching of English for scientific and technical purposes to people whose first language is not 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘύΩ όIƻǊƴōȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нлмоύΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳƭƛƴǎƻƴ όнллоύΣ 9{t ƛǎ Ψŀƴ ǳƳōǊŜlla term that refers to 
the teaching of English to students who are learning the language for a particular work or study-
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΩΦ !ƴ 9{t ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
and the functions for which English is required (Schleppegrell & Bowman, 1986). 

ESP materials are the useful means of language teaching. Ellis and Johnson (1994) state that the 
choice of materials has a major impact on what happens in the course. 

In the recent years, the pattern of curriculum time distribution has changedτthere has been a 
considerable shift towards independent work of students. Therefore, there is a need for appropriate 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘΣ 
on the other hand, help improve and develop their competence in the professionally oriented foreign 
language (Merkushina and Chernobylskaya, 2015).  

The following criteria for selecting the study material for teaching English to upper-intermediate 
and advanced students of environmental studies faculties are considered the most important in the 
current research. 

First of all, teaching material should be subject-ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎΣ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅΣ ƛǘ 
should introduce students to the latest developments in the given subject area. In other words, it 
must be useful, informative and interesting from the professional point of view.  

Moreover, it is essential for the teaching material to be appealing, to have a polemical focus (which 
implies discussing controversial issues, sharing different points of view, criticism and comparison) that 
provokes debate and discussion. To develop skills in oral and written communication, we need to 
encourage students to express their points of view and give their comments on the issue under study.  

The last but not least, in terms of the language texts for the study should be authentic, rich in 
scientific terminology, coherent, logically arranged and clear-cut.  

Authenticity is an important issue in ESP materials; it has been pointed out by various authors as a 
relevant feature in the ESP methodology (Safont & Esteve, 2004). Authentic material is a kind of 
material taken from the real world and not specifically created for the purpose of language teaching 
(Ellis & Johnson, 1994).  

! ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ōȅ WƻƘƴ Asafu-
Adjaye et al. in ESP classes is discussed here. The paper considers the value of the manifesto for 
teaching English to upper-intermediate and advanced students of environmental studies faculties. The 
aim of this work is to find out if the introduced and evaluated material realises the chosen criteria if 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘΦ  

2. hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ōȅ WƻƴƘ Asafu-Adjaye et al. 

Ecomodernism ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ΨŘŜŎƻǳǇƭŜΩ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ 
(Ecomodernism, 2018).  

Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ is a 25-page essay written by a group of 18 environmental activists 
and academics calling themselves the ecomodernists and ecopragmatists: John Asafu-Adjaye, Linus 
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Blomqvist, Stewart Brand, Ruth DeFries, Barry Brook, Erle Ellis, Christopher Foreman, David Keith, 
Martin Lewis, Mark Lynas, Ted Nordhaus, Roger Pielke, Rachel Pritzker, Joyashree Roy, Mark Sagoff, 
Michael Shellenberger, Robert Stone and Peter Teague.  

wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΣ Ψ!ƴ 9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ: 
population growth, climate change, air and water pollution, global warming, deforestation, extinction, 
urbanisation, renewable energy, and so on. 

¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛǘ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ΨǘƘŀǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
good, or even great, Anthropocene (a proposed epoch dating from the commencement of significant 
human impact on the Earth's geology and ecosystems (Anthropocene, нлмуύύΩ όAsafu-Adjaye et al., 
2015).  

Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǎǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘǊƛƴƪ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ harmonise with nature 
ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜΩ όAsafu-Adjaye et al., 2015). 

 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ΨƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎτparticularly farming, energy 
extraction, forestry and settlementτso that they use less land and interfere less with the natural 
world is the key to decouple human development ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΩ όAsafu-Adjaye et al., 
2015). 

The authors of the manifesto approve of urbanisation, agricultural intensification, nuclear power, 
aquaculture and ŘŜǎŀƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ψŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ 
reduce human demands in the environment, allowing more room for non-ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
disapprove of suburbanisation, low-yield farming and many forms of renewable energy production, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 
authors express the opinion that high-efficiency solar cells, advanced nuclear fission and nuclear 
Ŧǳǎƛƻƴ ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
radical decoupling of humans froƳ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩ όAsafu-Adjaye et al., 2015). 

Thus, it is not surprising that the essay was considered to be controversial and inspired much 
ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ Lǘǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜΥ 

¶ Ψ¢ƘŜ ΨŜŎƻ-ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘǎΩ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾelopment as an indispensable precondition to 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ !ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΣ 
supposedly in harmonious interaction with nature and replacing it with a strategy to shrink 
ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅΩ όPorter, 2015). 

¶ Ψ¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ŀ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ 
of intensive development that has characterised ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊǇ 
contrast to ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻƻƳȅ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΩ όNature, 2015). 

¶ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ 
(Holthaus, 2015). 

¶ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
technology are intelligent but wrong on their assumptions about farming and urbanisationΩ 
(Monbiot, 2015). 

¶ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻŎŜƴŜΩ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻΩ ƛǎ 
purely delusional. Worse, it underlies a narrative in which the wholesale destruction of nature and 
of sustainable indigenous societies is repackaged as a noble missionτone whose ultimate purpose 
is the complete alienatioƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀǿƴŜŘ ǳǎΩ όJensen, 2015). 

¶ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƴƻǊ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǿƻŜǎΩ (Caradonna et al., 2015). 
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Overall, the content of the manifesto is up-to-date, it can interest and engage the students, 
promote critical thinking, encourage discussion and arguments, which is essential if we intend to use it 
ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻm the essay can be translated and 
discussed in class. That will help to develop the skills which students need to communicate effectively 
on a variety of environmental topics.  

From the linguistic point of view, it should be noted that the language of the manifesto is rich in 
scientific terminology, coherent and dynamic.  

There are logically arranged and clear-cut sentences with various types of subordination and 
linking, for example: 

¶ Human technologies, from those that first enabled agriculture to replace hunting and gathering, to 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ecosystems that once provided their only sustenance, even as those same ecosystems have often 
been left deeply damaged (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 9). 

¶ As such, cities both drive and symbolise the decoupling of humanity from nature, performing far 
better than rural economies in providing efficiently for material needs while reducing environmental 
impacts (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 12). 

¶ Intensifying many human activitiesτparticularly farming, energy extraction, forestry and 
settlementτso that they use less land and interfere less with the natural world is the key to 
decoupling human development from environmental impacts (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 7). 

 

Translating passages from the text students can see how to use the following range of complex 
grammatical structures. 

2.1. Gerunds 

¶ Decoupling occurs in both relative and absolute terms (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 11). 
 

In the Russian language, there is no equivalent of a gerund. Translating gerunds from English into 
Russian, one can use a noun, an infinitive, a participle, a finite verb and a subordinate clause. 

2.2. Emphatic structures 

¶ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ corporation that benefits, it is the continued 
dependence of humans on natural environments that is the problem for the conservation of nature 
(Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 17). 

 

Another linguistic phenomenon, which is difficult to translate into Russian, is emphatic structures 
that serve to highlight different parts of a sentence. 

2.3. Complex subject 

¶ Even gradual, non-catastrophic outcomes associated with these threats are likely to result in 
significant human and economic costs as well as rising ecological losses (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, 
p. 10). 

¶ By 2050, 70% is expected to dwell in cities (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 12). 
 

Complex Subject is a construction that consists of two parts (a noun/a pronoun in the nominative 
case and an infinitive). Its distinctive feature is that the first and the second parts of this construction 
are separated by a predicate. This construction has no equivalents in the Russian language and can be 
difficult to translate.  
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2.4. Conditional sentences with the unreal condition in the subordinate clause of condition (if clause)  

¶ Even if a fully synthetic world was possible, many of us might still choose to continue to live more 
coupled with nature than human sustenance and technologies require (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015,  
p. 25). 

 

There are a lot of environmental terms in the text, e.g., closed uranium / thorium fuel cycle, 
hydrogen-deuterium fusion, ozone depletion, ocean acidification, degradation of watersheds (Asafu-
Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 10); deforestation, defaunation (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 11); net 
reforestation, nitrogen pollution (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 13); eutrophication (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 
2015, p. 14); aquaculture, desalination, suburbanisation, renewable energy (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, 
p. 18); boreal forest (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 19); decarbonisation, carbon emissions, climate 
mitigation (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 20); renewables, biofuel (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 23); 
biodiversity (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 25); biome, ecosystem, species (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015,  
p. 26); recarbonise (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 28). 

A number of concise compound adjectives have been noted in the manifesto, e.g., resource-
efficient (technologies) (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 15); land-efficient (means) (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 
2015, p. 17); carbon-intensive (fuel), zero-carbon (energy sources) (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 22); 
earth-abundant (materials), low-footprint (future) (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 23); one-size-fits-all 
(solution) (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, p. 27); laissez-faire (economic policy) (Asafu-Adjaye et al., 2015, 
p. 28). 

3. Research methodology 

The experiment is devoted to analyse and interpret data in order to confirm or refute the proposed 
hypothesis that the material introduced and evaluated realises the chosen criteria; the introduction of 
the material according to the chosen criteria for teaching ESP may enhance upper-intermediate and 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻn at the Ecological Faculty of RUDN 
University.  

The subjects for the present study were 30 upper-intermediate and advanced-level students of the 
Ecological Faculty of RUDN University including 10 third-year bachelor students doing the course for a 
translator diploma and 20 first-year master students. The experiment in introducing the manifesto in 
ESP classes was conducted during MarchςMay 2018. 

At the end of the course, the participants completed the questionnaire aiming at checking the 
degree of understanding of the material, evaluating the content of the course in terms of its 
usefulness and attractiveness. All students were asked to complete an anonymous survey, the 
purpose of which was to find out what difficulties they experienced during the course. The students 
were provided with a statement assuring them that there was no right or wrong answer, requesting 
honest answers, promising confidentiality and expressing appreciation. Finally, students did the test 
for their progress to be assessed.  

4. Discussion 

4.1. Degree of understanding 

The students were asked to estimate the percentage of the degree of understanding of the material 
of the course as a whole (Figure 1). 

10% of the respondents reported that they understood more than 90% of the content without a 
dictionary, 40%τmore than 60% of the course. 30% of the students had to use a dictionary in the 
learning process, and 20% considered the manifesto too complicated from a linguistic point of view. 
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Figure 1. Degree of understanding 

4.2. Content evaluation 

The students were asked to evaluate the material from the point of view of its content (Figures 2 
and 3).  

They answered two questions to evaluate the content in the aspect of its 1) usefulness to students: 
ΨLǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΚΩ нύ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΥ Ψ5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΚΩ  

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ Ψƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΩΣ Ψƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘΩΣ 
ΨǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΩΣ Ψŀ ƭƻǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻǎŜ Ψƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΩ ƻǊ Ψƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘΩ ǿŜǊŜ 
categorised ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭΤ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻǎŜ ΨǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻǎŜ Ψŀ ƭƻǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  

Appendix A. Degree of usefulness 
60% of the students evaluated the material positively considering it to be of high utility, 25% noted 

that it was partially informative to them as they were already familiar with most concepts and 15% of 
the respondents did not find the material useful and informative (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2. Usefulness of the content 

Appendix B. Degree of interest 
50% of the students said that the content was of great interest to them, 40% showed a moderate 

level of enjoyment and 10% of the respondents found the material uninteresting and were dissatisfied 
(Figure 3). 


